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STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  Kittitas County Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Jeff Watson, Staff Planner 
  
DATE:  August 27, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Wildland Urban Interface Code 
 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Proposal:   
 
The Kittitas County Fire Marshal is requesting that the county take a more comprehensive and strategic approach 
to fire control and protection in the county through the adoption of the Wildland Urban Interface Code (WUIC). 
The WUIC is designed to bridge the gap between enforcement of the International Building Code and 
International Fire Code by mitigating the hazard of wildfires through model code regulations which enhance 
public health and safety. It establishes minimum regulations for land use and the built environment in designated 
wildland-urban interface areas using prescriptive and performance-related provisions. Currently, the WUI Code is 
found in KCC Title 14, under the building codes. Since 2006 it has been applied in all areas outside of a fire 
district for building construction requirements only. A new map has been developed which shows all of Kittitas 
County as a Wildland Urban Interface with some areas pre-designated as IR3 or IR1, these areas may require 
onsite water storage as well as hydrants. The Fire Marshal is requesting revisions to the following: 
 

1. The addition of section 14.04.005 to Title 14 (Building and Construction) of the Kittitas County 
Code. 

2. Modification of section 16.04.010 of Title 16 (Subdivisions) of the Kittitas County Code. 
3. The addition of Title 20 to the Kittitas County Code. 
4. Adoption of the Wildland Urban Interface Areas map and associated GIS data set(s) into Title 20 of 

the Kittitas County Code. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Community Development Services recommends that the Planning Commission send forward all of the above as 
drafted to the Board of County Commissioners with a recommendation of approval. 
 
 
Attachments 
 

1. Draft Title 14 of the Kittitas County Code 
2. Draft Title 16 of the Kittitas County Code 
3. Draft Title 20 of the Kittitas County Code 
4. Draft Wildland Urban Interface Areas map. 
5. 2012 International Wildland Urban Interface Code 



Proposed Amendments to Title 14 of Kittitas County Code 

 

14.04.005 Applicability. 

A. Every division and boundary line adjustment within the unincorporated area of 
Kittitas County shall proceed in compliance with this title. 

B. Every division and boundary line adjustment within the unincorporated area of 
Kittitas County shall proceed in compliance with KCC Title 12 Road Standards 
and KCC Title 20.10 Wildland Urban Interface Code. (Ord. 2005-31, 2005) 



Proposed Amendments to Title 16 of Kittitas County Code 

 

16.04.010 Applicability. 

A. Every division and boundary line adjustment within the unincorporated area of 
Kittitas County shall proceed in compliance with the Kittitas County Code this 
title. 

B. Every division and boundary line adjustment within the unincorporated area of 
Kittitas County shall proceed in compliance with this title . (Ord. 2013-001, 2013; 
Ord. 2005-31, 2005) KCC Title 12 Road Standards and KCC Title 20.10 Wildland 
Urban Interface Code. (Ord. 2005-31, 2005) 



Proposed Amendments to Title 20 of Kittitas County Code 

 

Chapter 20.10 Wildland Urban Interface Code 

Kittitas County hereby adopts the following code for the purpose of establishing 
rules and regulations for all areas designated as Wildland Urban Interface areas 
within Kittitas County. 

1. The International Wildland-Urban Interface Code (IWUIC) the most current 
adopted edition, as published by the International Code Council; with the 
following adopted appendices and amendments: 

a. Appendices 

1. Appendix B: Vegetation Management Plan 

b. Amendments 

The following amendments shall be made: 

Section 302.1 Wildland Urban Interface Area Declaration of 
Designations. All unincorporated areas within Kittitas County 
are designated as Wildland Urban Interface areas. 

Section 403.2.1 Dimensions. Not adopted. 

Section 403.2.2 Length. Not adopted. 

Section 403.2.3 Service Limitations. Not adopted 

Section 403.4.1 Sign Construction. All road identification signs 
shall meet Kittitas County Road Standards and Public Works 
requirements. 

Section 404.2 Water sources. The distance from proposed 
structures or property lines at which a water source is 
available for use shall be approved by the fire code official. 

Water sources shall comply with the following: 



1. Man-made water sources shall have a minimum 
usable water volume as determined by the 
adequate water supply needs in accordance with 
the Kittitas County Code 

Section 404.5  This water source shall be equipped with all 
approved hydrant. The water level of the water source shall be 
maintained at all times. The design, construction, location, 
water level maintenance, access and access maintenance of 
man-made water sources shall be approved by the fire code 
official. 

Section 404.3 Draft Sites. Not adopted 

Section 501 .1 Scope. Buildings and structures shall be 
constructed in accordance with the International Building and 
Residential Codes, as well as this code. Exceptions: 

1. Accessory structures not exceeding 200 square feet in 
floor area when located at least 50 feet frol1l buildings 
containing habitable spaces. Commercial structures of 
any size shall be required to be permitted. 

2. Agricultural buildings at least 50 feet from buildings 
containing habitable spaces. 

Table 503.1 Ignition Resistant Construction 

FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY 
 Moderate Hazard High Hazard Extreme Hazard 

 Water Supply (b) Water Supply (b) Water Supply (b) 

Defensible Space (c) 
Conforming 

(d) 
Nonconforming 

(e) 
Conforming 

(d) 
Nonconforming 

(e) 
Conforming 

(d) 
Nonconforming 

(e) 

Nonconforming IR2 IR1 IR1 IR1 N.C. IR1 N.C. Not Permitted 

Conforming IR3 IR2 IR2 IR1 IR1 IR1 N.C. 

1.5x Conforming IR3 IR3 IR3 IR2 IR2 IR1 

2.5x Conforming IR3 IR3 IR3 IR2 IR2 IR2 

 
 



A. Access shall be provided in accordance with section 402. 
B. Subdivisions shall have a conforming water supply in accordance with 
Section 402.1. 

a. IRI =Ignitions-resistant construction in accordance with Section 
504. 
b. IR2=Ignition-resistant construction ill accordance with Section 
505. 
c. IR3=Ignition-resistant construction in accordance with Section 
506. 
d. N.C=Exterior walls shall have a fire-resistance rating of not less 
than 1-hour and the exterior surfaces of such walls shall be 
noncombustible. Usage of log wall construction is allowed. 

C. Conformance based on Section 603. 
D. Conformance based on Section 404. 
E. A nonconforming water supply is any water system or source that does 
not comply with Section 404, including situations where there is no water 
supply for structure protection or fire suppression. 
 

Section 504.7 Appendages and projections. Unenclosed 
accessory structures attached to building with habitable spaces 
and projections, such as decks, shall be a minimum of 1 hour 
fire resistance-rated construction, heavy timber construction or 
constructed of one of the following: 

1. Approved noncombustible materials, 

2. Fire-retardant treated wood identified for exterior use 
and meeting the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the 
International Building Code, 

3. Ignition resistant building materials in accordance 
with section 503.2 or 

4. Meet the requirements in the schematics as shown in 
the WUI Application Packet.  

 



Section 505.7 Appendages and projections. Unenclosed 
accessory structures attached to building with habitable spaces 
and projections, such as decks, shall be a minimum of 1 hour 
fire resistance-rated construction, heavy timber construction or 
constructed of one of the following: 

1. Approved noncombustible materials, 

2. Fire-retardant treated wood identified for exterior use 
and meeting the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the 
International Building Code, 

3. Ignition resistant building materials in accordance 
with section 503.2 or 

4. Meet the requirements ill the schematics as shown in 
the WUI Application Packet. 
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Introduction 

Development 

Adoption 

PREFACE 

Internationally, code officials recognize the need for a modern, up-to-date code addressing the mit­
igation of fire in the wildland-urban interface. The International Wildland-Urban Interface Code®, in 
this 2012 edition, is designed to bridge the gap between enforcement of the International Building 
Code® and International Fire Code® by mitigating the hazard of wildfires through model code regula­
tions, which safeguard the public health and safety in all communities, large and small. 

This comprehensive wildland-urban interface code establishes minimum regulations for land use 
and the built environment in deSignated wildland-urban interface areas using prescriptive and per­
formance-related provisions. It is founded on data collected from tests and fire incidents, technical 
reports and mitigation strategies from around the world. This 2012 edition is fully compatible with 
all of the International Codes® (I-Codes®) published by the International Code Council (ICC)®, includ­
ing the International Building Code®, International Energy Conservation Code'!!!, International Exist­
ing Building Code®, International Fire Code®, International Fuel Gas Code®, International Green 
Construction Code™ (to be available March 2012), International Mechanical Code®, ICC Perfor­
mance Code®, International Plumbing Code'"', International Private Sewage Disposal Code'"', Interna­
tional Property Maintenance Code®, International Residential Code@, International Swimming Pool 
and Spa Code™ (to be available March 2012), and International Zoning Code®. 

The International Wildland-Urban Interface Code provisions provide many benefits, including the 
model code development process, which offers an international forum for fire safety professionals 
to discuss performance and prescriptive code requirements. This forum provides an excellent arena 
to debate proposed revisions. This model code also encourages international consistency in the 
application of provisions. 

The first edition of the International Wildland-Urban Interface Code (2003) was the culmination of 
an effort initiated in 2001 by the ICC and the three statutory members of the International Code 
Council: Building Officials and Code Administrators International, Inc. (BOCA), International Confer­
ence of Building Officials (ICBO) and Southern Building Code Congress International (sBCCI) . The 
intent was to draft a comprehensive set of regulations for mitigating the hazard to life and property 
from the intrusion of fire from wildland exposures and fire from adjacent structures, and preventing 
structure fires from spreading to wildland fuels. Technical content of the 2000 Urban-Wildland 
Interface Code, published by the International Fire Code Institute, was utilized as the basis for the 
development, followed by the publication of the 2001 Final Draft. This 2012 edition presents the 
code as originally issued, with changes approved through the ICC Code Development Process 
through 2010. A new edition such as this is promulgated every three years . 

This code is founded on principles intended to mitigate the hazard from fires through the devel­
opment of provisions that adequately protect public health, safety and welfare; provisions that do 
not unnecessarily increase construction costs; provisions that do not restrict the use of new materi­
als, products or methods of construction; and provisions that do not give preferential treatment to 
particular types or classes of materials, products or methods of construction. 

The International Wildland-Urban Interface Code is available for adoption and use by jurisdictions 
internationally. Its use within a governmental jurisdiction is intended to be accomplished through 
adoption by reference in accordance with proceedings establishing the jurisdiction's laws. At the 
time of adoption, jurisdictions should insert the appropriate information in provisions requiring spe­
cific local information, such as the name of the adopting jurisdiction. These locations are shown in 
bracketed words in small capital letters in the code and in the sample ordinance. The sample adop­
tion ordinance on page xi addresses several key elements of a code adoption ordinance, including 
the information required for insertion into the code text. 

2012 INTERNATIONAL WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CODE" iii 
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